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There are a number of ways that you can change emphasis 
in English. One way is to use a less common grammatical 
structure, such as the passive voice.
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KEY LANGUAGE THE PASSIVE VOICE

WHEN TO USE THE PASSIVE VOICE

HOW TO FORM THE PASSIVE VOICE

In a passive sentence, the 
emphasis is taken away 
from the agent (the person 
or thing doing the action), 
and put on the action itself 
(or the person or object 
receiving it).

To form the 
passive, use “be” 
with the past 
participle. Use 
“by” when you 
want to show  
the agent.

The passive is used when 
the agent is obvious, 
unknown, or unimportant. 
It is also useful when 
describing a process 
where the result of the 
action is important.

Changing emphasis

The agent is not specified because  
the verb obviously refers to the police.

The agent is not specified because it is unknown.

The agent is not specified because it is the 
process that is important, not who did it.

Use different forms of “be” for the past, continuous, 
future, and perfect forms of the passive.

The focus is on the many people.

The subject of the passive verb is the “book.”The focus is on the book.

The subject of the active verb is the “people.”

“BY”PAST PARTICIPLE“BE”SUBJECT
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REWRITE THE SENTENCES USING THE PASSIVE VOICE

READ THE TEXT AND  
CHOOSE THE BEST SUMMARY

CROSS OUT THE INCORRECT 
WORDS IN EACH SENTENCE

TIP
Remember that  

you can sometimes  
omit the agent if  
the meaning is  

still clear.
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KEY LANGUAGE NOUNS BASED ON PHRASAL VERBS
Some nouns are made from phrasal verbs, often formed by joining the verb and the 
particle together. When these words are spoken, the stress is usually on the verb.

Sometimes, the noun is formed by putting the particle in front  
of the verb. In these cases, the spoken stress is usually on the particle.

MATCH THE DEFINITIONS TO THE NOUNS

The plural is formed by adding an “s”  
to the newly-formed noun.

Noun

ParticleVerb
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READ THE ARTICLE AND 
ANSWER THE QUESTIONS

FILL IN THE GAPS USING THE WORDS IN THE PANEL,  
USING THE CORRECT FORM AND VOICE

CHECKLIST

 The passive voice   Online learning   Changing sentence emphasis  

076-079_289759_EFE_19.indd   79 22/01/2016   16:47


